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Motive behind the base.
What, then, was England's real object? Who was the
enemy ?
It is very difficult to come at the truth from reading
the Parliamentary debates and the discussions that went on
elsewhere, they are both confusing and conflicting.
It may occasionally be possible to obtain some inkling
of what was, in fact, behind it all, but more often the truth
is concealed under flattery and courteous phrases, which
ring false. The mystery, however, can be solved by collating,
in the light of a knowledge of England's traditional policy,
the few scraps of genuine information that have transpired*
I wish the British Government would tell us what it really
had in mind in establishing this base.
Well, Singapore at the southern extremity of the Malay
Peninsula, with India the treasure house of Britain on the
west, with Australia, New Zealand, and the Netherlands
East Indies on the east, and with Indo-China on the north,
is the meeting-place of the ways that lead to China. In-
directly it is one of the defences of South Africa. It is the
natural strategic centre of the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
Since the Great War :
(i) The markets of the Far East, and those of China
in particular, have become the scene of the keenest com-
petition between Japan, England, and America.
(ii) The Pacific has replaced the North Sea as the
probable theatre of war. The United States and Japan,
countries that suffered but little from the War, are now
important naval Powers. There is a clash of interests and of
sentiment between them, and both persist in maintaining
large and efficient navies. War is not out of the question,
especially as a large part of the American Fleet has come
through the Panama Canal into the Pacific. The day may
come when England will have to keep a large Fleet in the
Pacific to protect her rights and interests.
(iii) The English have recognized that the powerful
navies of the United States and Japan constitute a threat
to the safety of Australia and New Zealand, and, in view
of their experiences during the Great War, have felt very
strongly that the bond between them and their Dominions
should be strengthened and made more secure.
(iff) A suitable naval base has been considered necessary
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